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JULY -AUGUST, 1962 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
FORMED AT NAVAL 
POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL 
On March 21, 1962, the Navy Postgrad-
uate School Amateur Radio Club was 
fopned. Officers elected were: President, 
Prof. W. C. Smith; Vice-President, LCDR 
J. K. Boles; Secretary; LCDR R. L. Warren. 
The club has approximately 40 members, 
including civilian and officer instructors, 
officer students and enlisted members of the 
staff. 
Navy encour~gement of amateur radio 
participation among its regular and reserve 
forces is traditional. In addition to enhanc-
ing communications training, the conduct 
of amateur operations at sea and at shore 
installations lifts the morale of personnel 
at remote locations and in ships on isolated 
duty for extended periods . The amateur's 
value as a source of communications prog-
ress and a vital communication link in time 
of disaster or other emergency indicates 
further encouragement and support by the 
Department of Defense will be forthcoming. 
A recent accomplishment by Radio Ama-
teurs in which U.S. Navy amateurs played 
a significant role, was described in the latest 
issue of Naval Communications Bulletin. On 
December 12, 1961, work on Project OSCAR 
( Orbital Satellite Carrying Amateur Radio) 
was climaxed by the successful launching of 
the world 's first amateur radio satellite at 
Vandenburg Air Force Base, California. U.S. 
Navy amateurs made the initial contact with 
OSCAR I, and Navy amateur stations in 
Antarctica provided requested assistance 
through polar communications to ascertain 
whether the transmitter was operating on 
the assigned frequency. Tracking informa-
tion from Navy amateur sources was used 
by amateurs throughout the world. Mr. Fred 
H. Hicks, Project OSCAR Association's field 
operations director, commended the "mag-
nificent assistance" given by Navy "Hams" 
in the South Pole region. "The first ama-
teur signals ever transmitted from space were 
heard over their receivers before anyone else 
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Naval Postgraduate School Amateur 
Radio Club prepares to "go on the 
air" for the Thirteenth Annual 
Armed Forces Day amateur rad io 
program on Saturday, May 19, 1962. 
Club President, Professor W. C. 
Smith is at the console. Other mem-
bers present are (I tor) A. J. White, 
G. S. Appleby EMC, LCDR R. L. 
Warren, LCDR J. K. Boles and 
D. L. Anderson, EM3. 
on earth knew for a fact that OSCAR was 
operating," Mr. Hicks said in a letter of 
thanks to ACNO (Communications) Direc-
tor, Naval Communications. 
Another 1961 highlight was the increased 
Navy participation in the annual Armed 
Forces Day military amateur program. The 
number of two-way contacts made with 
amateurs was 2,027 in 1961, almost dou-
) 
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Professor W. C. Smith (K6DYX), 
President of the recently formed 
Amateur Radio Club, tunes equip-
ment used by club members on 
Armed Forces Day. On the bulletin 
board ( upper left), a 25 w.p.m. 
code Certificate of Merit, signed by 
the Secretary of Defense, and con-
tact (QSL) cards from Headquarters 
Communication Stations of the Air-
force (AIR), Navy (NSS), and 
Army (WAR) attest to Professor 
Smith's successful participation in 
the 1962 Armed Forces Day 
Amateur-to-Military program . 
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bling the 1,101 contacts made in 1960. The 
number of certificates given to amateurs for 
perfect copies of Navy-transmitted Secre-
tary of Defense messages rose from 637 in 
1960, to 951 in 1961. 
The Naval Postgraduate School Amateur 
Radio Club participated in the Thirteenth 
Annual Armed Forces Day amateur radio 
program on Saturday, May 19, 1962. 
